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The Last Word

Massie v. Trump
By Russell Mokhiber

C
an you name one Democratic 
member of Congress who stood 
up to President Biden the way 
Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky) 

stands up to President Trump?
No you can’t because one doesn’t exist.
That might tell you something about 

the Democratic Party. But it also tells 
you something about Thomas Massie.

Massie is a libertarian who opposes 
forever wars. He opposes  military aid 
to Ukraine in their no win war against 
Russia that has cost hundreds of 
thousands of lives. He opposes sending 
military aid to Israel for its genocide 
in Gaza that has cost hundreds of 
thousands of lives. He has teamed up 
with Democrats to force a release of 
the Epstein files. And he’s a resolute 
defender of free speech.

That’s enough to drive President 
Donald Trump insane. 

A Republican saying no to me?
So what does Trump do? 
He recruits a Republican in Kentucky 

– Ed Gallrein, a businessman who ran 
and lost for a state Senate seat in 2024 
– to run against Massie in the May 19, 
2026 Kentucky primary. And Trump 
lines up three Zionist billionaires to fund 
a Kentucky MAGA PAC to defeat Massie 
in the primary – as of the last reporting, 
$1 million from hedge fund manager 
Paul Singer, $250,000 from hedge fund 
manager John Paulson and $750,000 
from GOP megadonor Miriam Adelson’s 
Preserve America PAC. 

“Three billionaires from New York 
City and Las Vegas have funded a 
superPAC deceptively named Kentucky 
MAGA to run millions of dollars of 
negative ads against me because I 
vote against foreign aid for Israel and 
needless wars in the Middle East,” 
Massie said in response to the news. 
“Kentuckians aren’t falling for it.”

In his October 2025 speech at the Israeli 
Knesset, Trump pointed to Miriam 
Adelson  (Yes, the same Adelson who 
donated $100 million to a PAC to get 
Trump elected in 2024) and said “Look 
at her sitting there so innocently. She 
has $60 billion in the bank . . . I asked 
her once – I know you love Israel. What 
do you love more – the United States 
or Israel? She refused to answer. That 
might mean – Israel.”

After Trump joined Israel in bombing 
Iran in June, Massie tweeted out – “this 
is unconstitutional.”

“When two countries are bombing 
each other daily in a hot war, and a third 
country joins the bombing, that’s an act 
of war,” Massie wrote. “I’m amazed at 
the mental gymnastics being undertaken 
by neocons in DC (and their social media 
bots) to say we aren’t at war… so they 
can make war.”

Trump took to his Truth Social 
account to lash out. “Congressman 
Thomas Massie of Kentucky is not 
MAGA, even though he likes to say he 
is,” Trump wrote. “Actually, MAGA 
doesn’t want him, doesn’t know him, 
and doesn’t respect him. He is a negative 

force who almost always Votes ‘NO,’ 
no matter how good something may 
be.” Trump wrote in the Truth Social 
post. “MAGA should drop this pathetic 
LOSER, Tom Massie, like the plague!”

Massie responded on X: “The 
president has declared so much war 
on me today it should require an Act of 
Congress.”

Massie and Democrat Ro Khanna 
have 217 votes on a discharge petition 
to force the release of the Epstein files. 
On September 23, Democrat Adelita 
Grijalva won a special election to become 
the new Congresswoman from the 
district that includes Tucson, Arizona. 
But more than a month later, she had 
not been seated. Why not? Because she 
would be the 218th and final signature 
needed to force release of the Epstein 
files. (Update: She was finally sworn in 
on November 12, 2025.)

“It’s been over a month since the 
Representative from Arizona won her 
election, but Speaker Mike Johnson  
refuses to swear her in because she is 
the 218th (final needed) signature on my 
discharge petition to force a U.S. House 

vote on releasing the Epstein files,” 
Massey wrote on November 5.

“I encourage Speaker Johnson to 
follow applicable laws and House 
precedent to ensure Congresswoman-
elect Grijalva is sworn in at the earliest 
opportunity,” Massie said. “Speaker 
Johnson’s manipulation of the House 
calendar has delayed this for several 
weeks. If he’s hoping the news will get 
better or that people will forget, he 
should think again.”

Massie says that the Speaker Johnson 
is keeping the House out of session to 
prevent the Epstein files from being 
released.

“The government is shut down, but 
the House refuses to go back in session,” 
Massie wrote. “Why are we in recess? 
Because the day we go back into session, 
I have 218 votes for the discharge 
petition to force a vote on releasing the 
Epstein files. Speaker Johnson doesn’t 
want that to be the news.”

“If they vote to keep the Epstein files 
sealed, are you going to trust them 
about anything else, ever?” he asked on 
Twitter.

In March of this year, Trump went 
after Massie for opposing a continuing 
spending resolution. Massie shot back 
– “POTUS is spending his day attacking 
me and Canada. The difference is 
Canada will eventually cave.”

When Trump told a gathering in 
Miami on October 5 that “grocery prices 
are way down,” Massie responded – 
“grocery prices are not way down.”

“The only way to reverse inflation 
is to quit spending more money than 
we bring in, which means we must cut 
spending,” Massie responded. “The big 
beautiful bill increased spending.”

When Trump said that Massie also 
votes against the MAGA agenda, Massie 
responded by saying that he votes with 
Republican leadership “91% of the 
time.” 

“Nine percent of the time they’re 
protecting pedophiles, prioritizing 

corporations over farmers, spending us 
into oblivion, or starting another war.”

In early November, during the 
shutdown, Massie asked –“How is it 
that we have money for regime change 
in Venezuela but not money to pay air 
traffic controllers in our country?”

Massie ignited a MAGA revolt against 
Israel’s control over Congress and the 
Republican Party when earlier this year 
he went on Tucker Carlson’s show and 
claimed that every member of Congress 
is assigned an AIPAC babysitter and that 
he was the only Republican member of 
Congress who refused to have an AIPAC 
babysitter assigned to him. (Throughout 
the year, pro-Israel PACs have been 
running attack ads against Massie in his 
district.)

“Your AIPAC babysitter who is always 
talking to you for AIPAC. They’re 
probably a constituent in your district, 
but they are, you know, firmly embedded 
in AIPAC,” Massie told Carlson in June. 
“I don’t know how it works on the 
Democrats’ side. But that’s how it works 
on the Republican side. And when they 
come to D.C., you go have lunch with 
them. And they’ve got your cell number 
and you have conversations with them. 
I’ve had four members of Congress say, 
“I’ll talk to my AIPAC person.” And like 
that’s clearly what we call them, my 
AIPAC guy. I’ll talk to my AIPAC guy and 
see if I can get them to, you know, dial 
those ads back.”

“They pay for trips for congressmen 
and their spouses to go to Israel,” Massie 
said. “I’m not the only Republican who 
hasn’t taken the AIPAC trip to Israel, but 
I’m probably one of a dozen that hasn’t 
taken that trip and the other ones just 
haven’t got around to it.”

Despite the heated rhetoric between 
Massie and Trump, Massie says he 
believes by attacking Massie and putting 
up a primary challenger, Trump is 
sending a message to other Republicans 
– don’t join Massie’s revolt. 

And every time Trump attacks him on 
social media, Massie raises more money 
to fight back.

From July to September, Massie 
raised $768,000 in contributions and 
has more than $2 million in cash on 
hand to fight off the Trump backed 
Republican challenger in the May 2026 
primary.

After the Democrats won the 
November 4, 2025 elections, sweeping 
New York City, Virginia and New Jersey, 
Massie took to Twitter.

“To avoid a repeat of last night’s 
shellacking in the 2026 midterms, 
Republicans should quit covering for 
pedophiles, put America before Israel, 
put farmers before corporations, quit 
funding wars abroad, reduce spending 
to control inflation, and quit attacking 
independent voices,” Massie wrote.

 “Maybe (the election results) 
suggest not alienating independents 
and shrinking the GOP tent which has 
been done through attacks on the non-
interventionist liberty wing of the party 
and by calling the Epstein situation a 
hoax.”�  CHC
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Miriam Adelson, right, is seated before President Donald Trump is due to address the 
Knesset, Israel’s parliament, October 13, 2025 in Jerusalem � (AP Photo)


